June 17, 2002

50 years ago to preserve a truly unique relic
of Hawaiian history and culture. Up until the
early 19th century, Hawaiians who broke the
ancient code of law could avoid an otherwise
certain death by fleeting to this place of ref-
uge, or pu’'uhonua, for absolution and clem-
ency. Defeated warriors and non-combatants
could also seek refuge here during times of
battle. It is this function that gave this park its
name, City of Refuge, which was later
changed to Pu’uhonua o Honaunau.

In addition to the refuge, which is enclosed
by a great wall, the surrounding land also
housed several generations of powerful Ha-
waiian chiefs, adding to the area’s great his-
torical value. The pu'uhonua and royal
grounds are still considered sacred by native
Hawaiians and the sites draw a half million
visitors each year who come in search of the
vast cultural, spiritual, educational, and rec-
reational opportunities the park has to offer.
Visitors can attend cultural demonstrations of
traditional Hawaiian arts and crafts, hike along
the historic 1871 Trail to several archae-
ological sites, observe wildlife such as the en-
dangered green sea turtles in Keone Ele cove,
or snorkel in the clear waters of Honaunau
Bay.

When the National Historic Park was estab-
lished in 1955, nearly two-thirds of the ancient
village of Kiilae remained undiscovered and
outside of the park in a single private owner-
ship. Recently, the approximately 238-acre
Honaunau tract, which contains the balance of
the Ki'ilae Village site and a human habitation
record stretching back nearly a thousand
years, became available for acquisition. This
property is extremely rich in pre-history, and
provides important clues about ancient Hawai-
ian life. Agricultural structures, stone piles, and
walls are interspersed among recreational
sites and the burial sites of the villagers. Ac-
quisition of this area is crucial to protect ex-
traordinary early Hawaiian cultural sites and
expand the public understanding and interpre-
tation of cultural traditions and Hawaiian sub-
sistence patterns. This public acquisition will
safeguard this important glimpse into early Ha-
waiian village life and social dynamics.

It is important to note that the acquisition
and expansion of Pu'uhonua o Honaunau is
overwhelmingly supported by the National
Park Service, the County of Hawaii, and the
local community. In addition, an identical
version of H.R. 1906 has already passed the
Senate in the form of S. 1057. All that remains
is the passage of H.R. 1906 in the House of
Representatives.

| urge my colleagues to protect these an-
cient Hawaiian cultural sites and support this
legislation.

Mr. HANSEN. Madam Speaker, I
have no requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1906, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
into the RECORD on the three bills just
considered, H.R. 4103, H.R. 3936, and
H.R. 1906.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 415) recognizing
National Homeownership Month and
the importance of homeownership in
the United States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 415

Whereas the President has issued a procla-
mation proclaiming June 2002 as National
Homeownership Month;

Whereas owning a home represents the
American dream for our Nation’s families;

Whereas the national homeownership rate
has increased to 67.8 percent, higher than at
any other time in history for all demo-
graphic groups, and homeownership rates
among minority families are increasing fast-
er than such rates for the population as a
whole;

Whereas the purchase of a home is often-
times a family’s largest personal invest-
ment;

Whereas homeownership provides eco-
nomic stability and security for homeowners
and their communities by allowing home-
owners to build wealth over the life of the
home and have a greater stake in local
schools, civic organizations, and churches;

Whereas improving homeownership oppor-
tunities requires the commitment and co-
operation of private, nonprofit, and public
sectors, including the Federal Government
and State and local governments; and

Whereas the current policies of the United
States Government and the Congress encour-
age homeownership and should continue to
do so in the future: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) fully supports the goals and ideals of
National Homeownership Month; and

(2) recognizes the importance of home-
ownership in building strong communities
and families in the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARY G. MILLER) and
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. GARY G. MILLER).
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks on this legis-
lation and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

H3573

There was no objection.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H. Con. Res. 415 rec-
ognizes National Homeownership
Month. First, I would like to thank the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. OXLEY),
chairman of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, for his interest in this
issue. The chairman looks for ways to
get involved in housing issues. His will-
ingness to look at new ideas and focus
on long-term solutions is really en-
couraging to the rest of the members of
this committee. The gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK), the rank-
ing member on the Democratic side,
has been very encouraging and also
forthright in looking to issues and
ways to resolve the housing crisis in
this country.

Homeownership is the American
dream. I introduced this resolution be-
cause I feel so strongly about home-
ownership. This country is home to
people of many different origins; but
everyone seems to have the same
dream, to own their own home. This
dream means many things to many
people, independence, financial secu-
rity, geographic stability, the ability
to accumulate personal wealth, a place
to raise a family, a prized possession to
decorate and improve, or simply a
place to go after a long day of work
and find peace.

As a homebuilder for over 30 years, 1
enjoyed watching many people achieve
this dream. You could always see the
excitement and anticipation in the face
of a new homebuyer. I believe very
strongly in the dream of homeowner-
ship, and I was pleased to see President
Bush recognize it by proclaiming June
2002 National Homeownership Month. I
look forward to working with him and
HUD Secretary Mel Martinez to further
the goal of this proclamation.

The role of the Federal Government
in homeownership: when I first started
my business, I had an old van that used
more oil than gas and every tool I had
was in a cardboard box in the back of
it. It was a small company and I grew
that company over the years. But with
each passing year, I saw the impact of
government on the housing industry
and with each year came more govern-
ment laws and regulations making it
harder to build a home. The red tape
kept increasing costs, which in busi-
ness you have to pass on to the con-
sumer. Homes kept getting more ex-
pensive.

During National Homeownership
Month, I think it is very important
that we talk about how the govern-
ment is impacting home prices. Last
month, a 27 percent tariff was placed
on Canadian softwood lumber, which
will be used to frame homes. This will
increase the cost of a new home by at
least $1,500. Although we have a very
similar species of wood that is native
to the Pacific Northwest, Federal log-
ging restrictions have reduced the sup-
ply below demand, so builders need to
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